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. DISCUSSION NOTE 
on 
A UNIVERSITY OF THE NORTH? 





On the subjects of nagher education and research, 


“with the Canadian North. Almost everyone agrees that 


higher education and research are good things; 


is important to strive for northern relevance, 


~- science véluted to ‘the North; that Wir cherners should 


have a lot to say about what is developed; and iat 


taken. So much is common ground. 


The Goal: To Make the Eventual Hap en Sooner 


There is also strong agreement that "eventually" 


and research in the North would provide opportunities 
that are equivalent to those in the South 
school system would offer both academic and ‘technical 
curricula.) Other institutions would further wavich: 


programs, 


that can be given transfer credit to universities. 
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there is wide consensus of opinion ers whose concerned 


that: it - 
particularly 


- in relation to renewable resource management and social 


Northerners should be fully involved in whatever is under- 


the spectrumof institutions concerned with higher education 


i (The secondary 


and add to the variety of job oriented and para-professional 


and at the same time perhaps offer academic studics 
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Additionally, by some set of devices, the academically 
oriented Northerner would have a more or Deets eceateaer 
prospect. for university Praining ; preferably being exposed 
to material that has northern orientation wherever it is 
consistent with the nature of the eerie discipline. 
Graduate programs would emphasize research in northern 
settings and would help build an a ERD s research 
community. ES. the -picture would EAS a happy 
and productive collaboration of these Meats ae activitics 


- with those in the ‘yest of <Gariada. 


_. The difference of opinion that wong hey one 

course, centred on how to eaene the -eventuality and 

_ how to pace development to greatest advantage. , Experience - 
would suggest an incremental approach, building on existing ~~ 
and emerging structures, and timing new ventures to ears 

/ their effectiveness to northern Peededce: But is experience | 
the best guide in the circumstances in the North today? 

ehaid the North be "brought Ses familiar route that 
follows demand? To these questions the Science Council 
answer was "No", Instead, the Council proposed a University 
of the North, a vision which they hoped would provide a 

symbol of an aspiration to achieve the eventual sooner. 
Explortang ae physical facilities now in place and linking 


them with innovative modern communications technology, the 


Council has suggested how it might all. happen in an imaginative 


way. BOREAL INSTITUTE - Saee 
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The evolution of the Science Council concept.of 
a University of the North began, as have similar proposals 


made by others, with recognition of a need to provide a 


cence SADR 


focus for the development of northern research activitics 
oe Veo ose EE eae eee reer 


explicitly designed to solve northern problems. It was 


perceived that an enphasis umust ie igiven:maw.to encouras- 
ing research and its application through demonstration 
projects and extension activities. ~ In years gone by, 

in other parts of Canada, this role was performed by 
Sevierures such as agricultural Cote that coupled. 
applied research and extension activities with great 


- Success. 


Bee sconie tances in the North are more diverse, | 
economically and culturally, than the agricultural coun 
requiring even greater diversity and flexibility from 
educators and their tools than was needed ee aia ie 
The technological mht cultural Lhe ee ee to effective 
Rens cite are perhaps the most abvious « The Bice: 
of such a oe depend swe nere fone, on the successful 

forping..of links, links between existing northern institutions 
such as schools, libraries and radio stations, Links between 
northern people and communities whose shared experiences 

Wis) ~be,.of mutual, beref yt. Technology and knowledge 

eranster is a chuman process, but 1% 2s also’ a process which , 
Sspeciallysin tre Nontun.. can be enhanced and hastened by 

the unstinting application and development of appropriate 


computer and communications technologies. 


@ 





















to IqoongD fionuc) @p7°+- 3, add. 1 aosautove: oft an 
10 I pf 
fine J dz7o0v 


_ 
ef}. Fo “stierovind: a 


sZaqoTtq eatimt2 ovon 20 , 


ivere OF hoot & Jo sot TFaAgoost- tia. 


: : P ~ | eo wrt wi 3 3 
sorityvyfsoe ne T59¢ sy MISH elas B Fak ~s en 
; . ; : oe = i - a : —— of nc a - 
[J £9 


y[o2. @2 borg t29! 


: ; wn 
j tI emoldorq mvsns7e! 


a! : port ii f , } Oy § QED Ri 4 

t3 nab dguoTas nokseatiqas sti bus dors9tetee 

4 dO rgo ni ry Laos |! ef K nape 

roq 2f kt e039 ,ebaensl 7 2ji1ag. 19 
ro f Loo g a iti i T2 aenijé <€ 
. g nai 2 TeviLIos fener x7 at, 

0 ; fl Ss 7nrs ch . > 

mc. [s2itygs on | iz ,vyil suo Liu ne % fs 2i none 
v7 


~<atanyn move oie s 
; ra) ve ook 
16 O02 om asw nada elooy Tens DAB 21036 
farusiuo has: f gotgoiondinema 


sanom ets equdteq 78 noLIBeos 


T ) d Tu) ¥ “20% 
- Se 
Rersds ,cenegso 


Znoksuii tank wro's ron gutsetxo- nopwted etait ,~eAmst > 


noswiod tani ,2noitet2 oibst bas 29 


EQulw. zebadnueno> bas olqoag nie 
7 0 apt, ny 


: gad four Edt 


txexdii. ,elovise 







“> i? . 


ay 






=4¢ 


a 


The Science Council concept is accordingly for a 
university that would be technologically hypermodern, 
serving its ellen Systematically and efficiently. 
The university would of necessity involve the establishment 
of a centre of resource inventories, and the continuing 
assembly of See dyer opintormaticn for a wide variety of 
users. Oe tose sure. this kind of job doesn't need a ieee 


but a university whose central physical presence is an infor- 


mation centre is an attractive idea, especially when the 
; Sete ee bai 
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delivery system is seen to be largely based on telecommunications. 
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It could make things happen. we 
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Wheat should it do and how would tt work? 


Dae of the major perceptions of northerners is that they 
need knowledge in the areas of renewable ReeGirce management. - 
how to fervese trees, Silty Lae and game so as to sustain an 
economic Yield: This is by no means a Simple: problem tory 
MEote 1t is fairly easy to cut trees or to catch Pieh por 
“Iay be difficult EO ed Ose 1 Wet O economic advantage when markets 
are far distant. There are needs for new technologies Ga 
- northern transportation, and for development of Simple ways 
‘of increasing the value of northern products before they arc 
sente lout": The core of the program for the University of 
the North should be an emphasis on technologies assocratcu 


Ween _ceveiopment*of the’renewable résourcesY’or'the North: 
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On the res¢arch side, it is always possible to 
restate the erstwhile hope that young Canadian academics 
Wiileve sent north by their supervising professors, and 
that public service researchers with adjoint status will 


Supervise research projects in the North. Certainly 


such things are possible, but contemporary practices 

of the granting at ES See the sophisticated goals of 
modern Pence are not altopether encouraging. To 

fee it OCCUL ane to give it all Pon iioy. the research 
Supervisors should be pereniially involved in a northern 
research network with its own graduate degree granting | 
ineeions. ‘The quality of the degrees would have to be 
safeguarded by routines of external review and examination 


and this is what a university is largely all about. 


In the best tradition of the meaning of the word 
university, the University of North should be an autonomous 
institution. It should have a functional equivalent 
a Senate, widely. representative of various constituencies yar’ ae 
of interest. This body would peers ee pata ity. over 


which courses and degrees would be available. 


There Jeeemanyvootner cecails to be worked out, of 
course, but they are not overwhelming; the appointment of 
a Board of Govenors to provide, fiscal -accountability, a 
small administrative stabe a faculty of perhaps SO mC. 
and an equal sized group for the information and communications 


functions, and.a university would be in place. 


Already a number‘of initiatives in scveral parts of 
Canada, from Goose Bay to Whitehorse, hold promise for be- 


[coms ampottana affiliates of a University of the North. 
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Summing it Up 

Taken apart, the idea of a University of.the North 
is perhaps best described as a collection of pieces each 
of which has wide approval and each of which could be 
tackled separately. When the pieces are put together 
and given a covering label, there is a new aii cn that 
it might all happen. The Science Council Committce con- 
Siuered the idea of using the word ce mitute. which 
has so many kinds of connotations that one more wouldn't 
hurt. Some eae was given to recommending the 
‘establishment .of a Ween or describing jhe pee 
a a "Network". alae on. Nothing quite captured 
the element of aspiration Qeeue ease tie. Word ue. 
Peo-ets important 1s that.it should all come to pass,. and 
if the proposal Forads University of he North is adequately 
pursued,. there ie emerge a design for higher education 
Pet neunorth that.-could be “avsource of Retna. and. 


especially northern, Satis action. 


Some Political Realittes 


The political boundaries which divide the North have 
Peecic relation to northern facts? off lafe,iand they accord- 
ingly constitutes an impediment»to doing what is sensible. 
Provincial governments each guard their 0 Se een 
prerogatives in the field of education, so cach is, saddicd 


With a2 need to consider how best to serve its northern 
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citizens. The two territories are served by the federal 
government, but each is anxious to have an educational 
system suited to its' own needs. ism UNIVETSity of the 
North to serve all northern Canadians? JUS(t# those an the 
‘territories? Just those in the Northwest Territories? 
Only some of REE in the Northwest Territories? All. 


feeche Same (which?) languages of instruction? 


Many visions are now competing foxrmesome part of the 
“educational role in the North. Many ea a. governments 
are pondering how best to deliver higher ancien ee 
their rural, uniquely northern regions. Many southern > 
Canadian universities have northward oriented programs 
which can logically -be extended to amore active and 
continuing presence on the North. Some newer universities 
also eneut ony SLrOnteAcDiiuelOuge auenorthern Service, 
Athabaska University being a conspicuous example. North 
meee", the University of Canada North has already been 


Sueeceteca, alla wiile the institution is) nearly dormant, its visi«: 


Beno. iemrUkon 1erritory 1S well’inder way on a conmunity | 
and regional college activity. There are several native 
eimcural Colleges in early stages-of development. In 


Shore. RUeTGLs every prospect that ‘by an aggregation of 

many small initiatives, the intent of a University of the 
North could be satisficd. Theresa Sita se an equal prospect 
that by embarking on so sae Sia Leven uince. ther anicont could 


be trustrated. How best to ensure the local relevance, 
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the quality, and the economic efficiency of higher cducation 


in the North? 


It's time fora national] en nator those responsible 
- for higher education in the North - the participants being 
the provincial governments, the Territorial Assemblies and 
the federal governnent. It is also time for some public 
debate among non-governmental representatives from the 
various northern groups that are pee. engaged in dis- 
cussion of higher education, and from some of the southern 
_=gniversities with northern aspirations. Certainly, it 
as time for frank discussion of the political and economic 
“realities, and for some decisions about what sian happen 


femext, and why. 
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